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SCOPE OF WORK FOR ENGAGING STTAs TO DEVELOP HUMAN INTEREST STORIES ACROSS SELECT LOCATIONS IN PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION STATES

Summary: 
This is a call for the engagement of three (3) Short Time Technical Assistants (STTAs) who will support in the development of professionally documented human-angle stories from project implementation locations and activities across the BAY area in Adamawa, Borno, and Yobe states. The consultant, during the timeline of the activity, which is expected to last for a 10-day period, will engage with community focal persons in mapped locations to identify and document these stories, which will be a minimum of 24 in number across the three (3) states.
Background: 
The purpose of the Northeast Connection project is to strengthen the resilience of communities vulnerable to violent extremist infiltration and conflict. By targeting communities in Adamawa, Yobe, and Borno states not yet under the control of violent extremist organizations (VEOs), this project will seize the opportunity to mitigate the grievances that make communities vulnerable to violent extremism, while building social cohesion within and across communities in northeast Nigeria. In addition to helping northeastern Nigerians create a stronger foundation against the violent extremist and conflict threats, the activity is designed to develop local capacity to respond to emerging threats. Northeast Connection includes a rigorous analytical component to develop a better, shared understanding of local and sub-regional VEO and conflict risks, dynamics, and windows of opportunity. Leading the coordination of implementing partners on such CVE initiatives will also be a key feature of the project.
Scope of Services:  
Creative Associates under the Northeast Connection project seeks to engage the services of three (3) highly skilled STTAs who will carry out the development of professionally written human interest success stories across the three states and locations of project implantation in the BAY area (Borno, Adamawa and Yobe). There will be 1 STTA in each of the 3 states.
The assignment will be conducted under the direction of Northeast Connection and in consultation with key state institutions, partner CSO organizations and community stakeholders. It is expected that the selected individuals are conversant with the local language and culture in the above stated terrains.  The successful STTAs will partake of an onboarding, and a number of brainstorming sessions to be guided accordingly with the project deliverable and expectations.
Northeast Connection will contract these individuals to:
· Develop and share a comprehensive workplan of how they intend to engage stakeholders in the communities to be visited for optimal story harvest.
· Ensure all demographic (Men. Women, IDPS and Youths) are reached and engaged during the harvest timeline.
· Develop at least 24 human interest stories across the project locations to be visited (8 per STTA).
· Ensure consent forms are signed by individuals interviewed and or reached for the use of their stories and images in a publication.
· Develop these stories in accordance with the states and locations assigned to them in close coordination with the program staff.
· Determine the willingness of community groups to engage in the conversational phase in a conformed way to narratives in the local context for better storytelling and capture. 
· Identify respected local leaders and community groups especially those focused on youth, women, internally displaced persons, and other marginalized groups for an all-inclusive product.
· Identify areas of opportunity for resilience and conflict mitigation programming as well as emerging threats to develop a transformative human angle story that appeals to the conscience of those from and for whom the story is developed.
· Incorporate a gender approach and conflict sensitive lens
· Note key evolving trends in communities visited, and how they affect cohesion in these climes. 
Target LGAs/Place of Performance:
Northeast Nigeria: Adamawa, Yobe, and Borno states, with concentration on the following LGAs:

	Borno
	Yobe
	Adamawa

	Maiduguri
	Potiskum
	 Demsa

	Biu
	Damaturu
	Mubi South

	Kwaya Kusar
	Fune
	Mubi North

	Jere
	
	Guyuk

	Hawul
	
	Numan

	Shani
	
	Lamurde


Anticipated Tasks/Deliverables:  
· Participate in a kick-off session/meeting with Northeast connection program staff to familiarize with the team.
· Do a walkthrough of the approved workplan for NE Connection support and or technical input.
· Travel to mapped locations of project activity to engage with stakeholders and develop the human angle stories. 
· Firm up delivery timelines in accordance with the activity due date.
Required Qualifications and Skills:
· A minimum of a bachelor’s degree in mass communications or any related Social Science courses.
· Background in storytelling for development or conflict sensitive organizations
· Individuals are expected to have a minimum of 5 years minimum experience in content writing for mainstream media, whether print or electronic.
· Proven experience of working on similar projects especially in Northeast Nigeria
Desired Qualifications and Skills:
· a minimum of 5 years minimum experience in content writing for mainstream media, whether print or electronic.
· Proven experience in, and familiarity with using the conflict sensitive approach in copywriting or storytelling.
· Experience in development assistance programming with USAID or other international donors. 
· Knowledge of local language(s).
Supervision and Guidance:
The individual(s) will be supervised by the Nigeria Northeast Connection Project Team, led by the DMEL Manager. The DMEL Manager will be responsible for deliverables review, and overall technical guidance. The consultant, firm or organization will participate in relevant meetings with Nigeria Northeast Connection, as required and under the supervision of the project team. 

The firm or organization is expected to exercise the highest degree of individual initiative, resourcefulness, responsibility, and authority, consistent with USAID’s overall policy and procedural framework.
Compensation Schedule:
This activity will be compensated based on delivery and approval of submissions made per time, as illustrated below:

	Schedule
	Activity Description
	Payment Amount (%)

	Delivery No. 1
	Submission of at least 4 stories 
	40%

	Delivery No. 2
	Submission of all products. (Reviewed and approved) 
	60%


Period of Performance:
Creative anticipates a period of performance of three months (October 17, 2022 to November 16, 2022); to be finalized at the time of award.
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